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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
Wyoming Health Information Organization (WyHIO) signs agreement with Istonish to bring IT Support to rural Wyoming hospitals, clinics and physician offices.
Cheyenne, Wyoming – March 3, 2010 – WyHIO announces partnership with Istonish to address urgent need for on-going IT support services to the medical community of Wyoming.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (A.R.R.A.) appropriated $44B to encourage hospitals, clinics and physicians to transition to electronic medical records (E.M.R.). As these healthcare stakeholders move from paper charts and records to electronic medical records, a real problem exists: on-going IT Support.
“Three years ago the Wyoming Healthcare Commission asked the WyHIO to survey the Wyoming medical community to understand the challenges involved in transitioning to electronic medical records”, said Larry Biggio, Executive Director of WyHIO. “The study’s top three conclusions were: 1) the need for EMR funding, 2) a tele-health network to share physician expertise and, 3) on-going IT Support at the local level.”

Biggio goes on to say, “The A.R.R.A.’s healthcare appropriations attend to the funding issue. Last year the Wyoming Department of Health funded the telehealth network through an agreement with the WyHIO. Today, we’ve partnered with Istonish to address the third, and arguably the most important issue of the Study’s conclusions, IT Support for local hospitals, clinics and physician offices.”

“We’re pleased to partner with WyHIO to provide critical IT Support across the State”, said Carl Kunkleman, Chief Marketing Officer at Istonish. “This partnership leverages our rural IT Support model already deployed elsewhere to bring superior on-going IT support services to rural healthcare providers and communities in Wyoming.”
These services are available through the WyHIO.  As WyHIO members, hospitals, clinics and physicians will now receive these important services. WyHIO creates a network of support services to healthcare providers as they prepare to capture and exchange critical medical information across the State of Wyoming. This guarantees that doctors have access to important patient information wherever they are in Wyoming.

The Wyoming Health Information Organization is a non-profit private corporation whose mission is to enhance healthcare delivery in Wyoming through telehealth and health information exchange.  Istonish, Inc. operates in the Rocky Mountain region providing a full range of IT services, including managed infrastructure support, technical staffing, and business consulting and support services.
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